
 

WHEN CALLING PLEASE ASK FOR:  Laura Caven  
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Anas Sarwar MSP 
Acting Convenor 
Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny Committee 
 
By email: papls.committee@parliament.scot 
16 September 2020 
 
 

Dear Mr Sarwar,  
 

Re: Affordable Housing 
 
Please accept my apologies for my delay in responding.  Since mid-March, the attention of 
COSLA has been focussed on assisting member councils’ efforts in ensuring arrangements 
were in place across the country to meet the needs of the most vulnerable in our communities 
given the COVID-19 pandemic.  A great deal of resource and effort has been, and continues 
to be, put into this. This focus, alongside the lockdown restrictions, meant that in some cases 
planned activities were put on hold, including new build.   
 
As you will be aware, COSLA is a membership organisation, representing all 32 local 
authorities.  COSLA does not have a role in assessing or monitoring its member councils. 
Locally Elected Members are responsible for their decisions and accountable to their 
communities, through local democratic processes.  COSLA does not have a role in reporting 
on the delivery of affordable housing or on our members’ role as the local housing 
authority.  This is a matter for the Scottish Housing Regulator. I have provided detail relating to 
your questions where possible, and noted where further information could be sought.  
 
You asked what steps COSLA and councils are taking, in collaboration with the Scottish 
Government, to assess the ongoing impact of Covid-19 on the affordable housing supply 
target and the steps that are being taken to seek to ameliorate that impact. COVID-19 has had 
a significant impact on Local Government services, finances, and importantly, our 
communities. The Local Government Blueprint published this month sets out how we can build 
an ambitious vision for Scotland’s future which is based on the empowerment of people and 
communities. All councils will be reassessing their planning assumptions, this will include 
housebuilding.  The closure of building sites during full lockdown has created material delays 
in the supply of new social housing and other affordable homes. The Affordable Housing 
Supply Target is a Scottish Government target and COSLA is not advised of progress towards 
this. Information has been sought from Scottish Government regarding progress on the 
Affordable Housing Supply Programme but this has not yet been received.  
 

You also asked whether and to the extent council’s local assessments inform the type of 
houses built and where, and how councils will report. All Councils will undertake local Housing 
Need and Demand Assessments.  These are developed specifically to inform local decision 
making. However it would not be possible or appropriate for COSLA to comment on the extent 
to which these do this.   

https://www.cosla.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/19551/LG-Blueprint.pdf
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In terms of steps to ameliorate delays in planning permission and building control consents, 
councils prioritise the needs of the most vulnerable in our communities, and this is particularly 
important now, during a global crisis. There may, therefore, be delays in some service areas 
as the workforce seeks to support those most in need. COSLA would not be able to comment 
on the processes and timescales in individual local authorities.  
 
You sought information on community involvement in planning for new affordable housing and 
how this is being shared. COSLA does play a role in sharing good practice in terms of 
community involvement in some areas, however, this has not extended to planning for 
affordable housing at this point in time. At a local level, there are strong relationships across 
local authorities and general good practice is often shared informally, through professional 
organisations and in some cases using the knowledge hubs hosted by the Improvement 
Service.    
 
In terms of steps taken by COSLA and councils to ensure that arrangements with health and 
social care partnerships maximise their input into affordable housing to meet health and social 
care needs, Housing Contribution Statements are an integral part of Integration Authorities 
Strategic Commissioning Plans. They aim to ensure there is appropriate available housing for 
those with health and social care needs, which is key to ensuring a person can remain in the 
community, or can return home following an admission. A joint Scottish Government/COSLA 
piece of work has been undertaken in respect of the needs of people with complex needs who 
are lengthily delayed in hospital. There are successful models and good practice examples 
being shared as part of this work and recommendations will be made to politicians on 
completion of this work. 
 
I would like to reassure the Committee that Local Government remains committed to working 
with Scottish Government and partners on the Affordable Housing Supply Programme, and 
views this as a key part in the achieving the outcomes set out in the National Performance 
Framework.  
 
I hope this letter is useful in informing the Committee. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Anil GUPTA  

Chief Officer – Communities Team 
 


